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Laboratory and field studies were conducted to evaluate the efficacy  of
Trichoderma  harzianum in controlling seed borne diseases in wheat., /n vitro
interactions between 7. harzanum as a biocontrol agent and seed borne fungi—
Bipofaris  sorokiniana, Fusarium  graminearum and Aspergiflus flavus of wheat were
monitored in  coculture. The results of these experiments clearly showed the
dominance of 7. harzianum, which overgrow the phytopathogenic fungi and
subsequently resulted in the development of a conidial lawn over the surface. After
seed treatment with 7. harzianum, a 15.10% higher plant stand was recorded over the
control. Almost no infected seedlings were found under the plots where seeds were
sown after treatment with 7. harzianum either alone or in combination with A. flavus.
Seeds treated with 7. harzianum {ollowed by foliar spray had the highest number of
tllers per pant, maximum plant height, ear length, grains per ear, healthy grains per
ear, 1000—seed weight and grain vield. The grain yield increased by 10.91 % relative

to the control treatment.
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